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RSF’S NEW SOCIAL  
INVESTMENT STRATEGY

In August, RSF made a strategic investment 
in Greenmont Capital Partners, a Boulder-
based venture capital firm focused on 
the health and wellness market. Led by a 
team of natural product industry veterans, 
Greenmont offers the potential for strong 
financial and social returns by investing 
in early and growth stage companies in 
the natural/organic, personal care and 
development, ecological lifestyles, and 
alternative healthcare categories. Initial 
Greenmont investments include a natural 
beverage consumer products company 
and a leading wind energy marketing and 
production firm. RSF is excited to add 
social private equity to its pioneering 
social investment activities.

DID YOU KNOW OCTOBER  
IS FAIR TRADE MONTH?

Throughout the month of October, 
TransFair USA, the US Fair Trade certifier, 
is celebrating the second annual Fair Trade 
Month. Coffee roasters, retailers, civil 
society allies, farmers, and other friends 
of Fair Trade will be coming together to 
celebrate our connection to the people 
around the world who grow and harvest 
Fair Trade Certified foods. Please visit 
www.transfairusa.org to find out about 
retailers and companies offering Fair Trade 
Certified products, and hosting special 
promotional events, and also where Fair 
Trade farmers will be touring in the US to 
share their stories of Fair Trade’s dramatic 
impact on their lives. 

Inspired by the work of Rudolf Steiner

Fair Trade coffee helps provide a just 
and equitable trade environment 
between growers and consumers. 

For growers like Rogelia Figueroa 
Gabera, one of 8,500 members of the 
Association of Agrarian Cooperatives 
of Cuzco (COCLA) in Peru, Fair Trade 
coffee not only helps her family improve 
their quality of life, it also provides an 
incentive to improve the quality of the 
coffee they grow.

“We all want to improve the quality of 
our coffee, which we never used to do 
because we lacked the economic means 
or coffee prices were low or because 
we did not have a good market for our 
coffee.  Now we have buyers who will 
give us a better price, and now we have 
an incentive to keep improving the 
quality of our coffee,” she said.

Up to 90% of COCLA’s export volume 
is certified organic, sustainable, or Fair 
Trade. A challenge came with rising 
coffee prices; COCLA needed greater 
access to credit in order to purchase coffee 
from cooperative members like Gabera 
who benefit from their involvement in 
the Fair Trade coffee industry. RSF came 
together with EcoLogic and Calvert 
Foundation to provide the additional 
financing needed to help ensure this 
socially-beneficial trade partnership.

The loan helped COCLA purchase coffee 
beans from its members in order to sell 
to buyers. The line of credit also helps 
COCLA access Fair Trade markets which 
allows them to provide an extensive array 

of services to its members including: 
an agricultural diversification project; 
workshops and seminars to address 
such topics as pest control, organic 
certification, ecology and conservation; 
and a microcredit program specifically 
earmarked for lending to women.

“The loan we made to COCLA 
is symbolic of what we like to see 
happening in the Fair Trade coffee 
industry—social finance lenders coming 
together to meet the credit needs of 
coffee producers,” says Esther Park, RSF 
Senior Program Finance Officer.




